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It’s a great blend of right brain
and left-brain working together to
create beautiful designs and keep a
family business successful for more
than four decades. 

Steve Broyles Sr. was born with a
love for motorcycles. 

“I came from a riding family. My
mother and father both rode,” he
said. “They knew I had something
special.”

His parents always encouraged
him to explore his mechanical and
artistic abilities. As a child his dad
took him to car shows and music fes-
tivals.

His toy room at his house was his
first mini shop. He remembers his
uncle bringing him carburetors to
put together when he was about 5
years old.  

Broyles said he got his mechani-
cal ability from his mother and his
business and artistic ability from his
father. 

Broyles Sr. of Stevenson’s Cycles
on Wayne Road in Wayne is one of
the top 30 bike builders in the coun-
try. He had bikes displayed at the re-
cent Rolling Thunder in Washington
D.C. He coordinates the Sturgis Bike
show in South Dakota, which is free
to enter and to attend. 

His award winning motorcycles
have been featured on television on
Biker Build Off; American Thunder
and Fox News. They have also ap-
peared in multiple magazines includ-
ing Biker Magazine, Easy Rider, In
the Wind and The Horse Backstreet
Choppers. 

Stevenson’s Cycles was born in
1969 in a 400 sq. ft. garage behind
his parent’s garage in Garden City.
He began working on motorcycles
for his parent’s friends. 

His eldest son, Steven II, was
born in 1969 and spent time in his
playpen, teething on a ¾ inch Crafts-
man wrench, in the garage. As he got
older he helped his dad with clean-
ing tools, parts or whatever else his
dad needed. 

“That was when the term of
‘Steve-n-Son’ was born, better known
today at Stevenson’s Cycle,” he said.

Today that son is the lead me-
chanic and does some of the design
work. Broyles Sr.  has six children
and three work for him. “We are a
big family business,” he said.

Broyles Sr.  was 17 or 18 when
he built his first bike. In early 1970s
people were looking for the chopper
style motorcycles. So he took the big
74ci and stripped them down to
make them short, low and fast.
Today they would be called a Bobber. 

It wasn’t long before Broyles
started customizing motors to make
them faster. 

“I’m a motor head,” he said.
He got his GED at 16 and went to

a trade school for auto mechanics.
He graduated from there at 17 with
a 4.0 GPA. He was offered a job with
American Airlines as a mechanic but
turned it down because his oldest
child was still young.

“I wanted to be with him and
wrench on Harleys,” he said.

They opened their store in Wayne
on Sept. 27, 1999. They have a 2500
sq. ft. show room, a 3500 sq. ft. serv-
ice area, a full machine shop and a
chassis dynamometer room.

“I love Wayne,” he said. In fact he

.is hoping to expand into the vacant
store next door. In addition to the
motorcycle repair and design store,
he has a manufacturing facility is in
Brighton; started Detroit Motorcycle
Company, which sells t-shirts, hats
and hoodies and is vice president of
The Horse Backstreet Choppers
magazine.

His design and mechanical skills
are always in demand too. Steven-
son’s Cycle is a licensed manufac-
turer of motorcycles and they build
them on site. They build custom
bikes for customers and also make
production motorcycles. His bikes
and designs are known and seen na-
tion-wide. But he still keeps his
headquarters here in Wayne. 

But they do not do theme bikes.
“We build motorcycles for people,”

he said. “It’s function over form. If
we build it you have to be able to get
on it and ride for 80-100 miles.”

Broyles is also well known in the
industry for his hand- crafted mo-

tors. “I’m a gear head,” he said.  
He is the lead engineer on a lower

starter belt drive for Evil- Engineer-
ing. He designed a reverse flow en-
gine that first appeared in his
motorcycle Switch.

While Stevenson’s Cycle had built
bikes for customers for year, in 2003
they decided to build something for
them to take to a bike show in North
Carolina. It was called Pike Nut. In
2008 it won the best of show in the
2008 Easyriders/Biker Ride-In-Old-
School Bike Show in Sturgis.

In 2004 Broyles was asked to
build a motor with two front cylin-
ders and two front heads for Discov-
ery Biker Build Off. After they were
asked to become part of the Biker
Build Off team. 

“We accepted the challenge and
had a great time. The end result was
a great bike named Superstition,” he
said. 

Once that challenge was complete
Steve II asked about building a
motor where you take the front and
rear heads and cylinders and switch
them front to back. They needed a
bike to put this motor in. That is
how Switched was created. 

Switched took first place- Best of
Show in the 2005 Easyriders Show
in Columbus and first place in the
Easyriders Invitational Show in
Houston. Then it placed third in its
class in the (AMD) World Show in
Las Vegas. 

In 2006 they built Twist-Her
which took Editor’s Choice in the
judged class. Next they built an old
school shovelhead bobber for the
Biker Build Off in Sturgis. This was
sponsored by Penthouse and won
the Biker Build Off. This got Steven-
son’s Cycle the contract to build the
motorcycles that hang in the Pent-
house clubs around the country
today. 

Another award winning bike they
built was Duce’s Wild. It won The
Horse Back Street Choppers 2007
Chopp-Off and many other shows. 

The GL Special Bike was 9th
place world winner in 2008. In 2009
it won the Canadian Cup and in
2012 it took first place in the Ulti-
mate Bike Builder Show in Novi and
Indianapolis and second place in

Stevenson’s Cycle since 1969

See Cycle, page 4

Steve Broyles Sr. with Pike Nut in 2008 it won the best of show in the 2008 Easyrid-

ers/Biker Ride-In-Old-School Bike Show in Sturgis. Photo by Horris 
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734-722-7708

Over 25 Years 
Experience

Get a 10% DISCOUNT
If You Pay Cash!

Our Trucks Are Fully 

Stocked With Parts 

WASHERS / DRYERS / DISHWASHERS

REFRIGERATORS / OVENS/RANGES / FREEZERS

- GE
- Whirlpool
- Kenmore
- Kitchen Aid
- Amana
- Maytag
- Norge

- Tappan
- Sub Zero
- Admiral
- Bosch
- Fridgidaire
- Thermadore
- Roper 

- Jenn Air
- Magic Chef
- Hot Point
- Estate
- Westinghouse 
  & Others

www.HarrisonAppliance.com

3030 S. Wayne Road / Wayne, MI 48184

FREE 
Service Call 
With Repair!

SENIOR CITIZEN 

DISCOUNTS 

Daytona. 
For that bike they used forward

controls they developed.
“It looks simple but it is compli-

cated to make it look simple,” he
said.

The customer told Broyles  “to
build whatever is in your head next.”
That turned out to be a Schwinn bi-
cycle inspired motorcycle. It has the
double bar line handlebars.

“It’s like riding a big Schwinn,”
Broyles said. It took just over a year
to build. 

Broyles has 20-25 motorcycles
in his personal collection. Even with
his busy schedule he does get a
chance to enjoy them.

“I ride them all the time,” he said.
He and his son rode from Arizona to
Rockingham, NC recently.

Steve and his son Steve II both
design bikes. His son is also a mas-
ter mechanic. 

“We both design. I’m happy with
his design. He doesn’t fall far from
the tree,” Broyles Sr. said. 

He is busy all the time. He gets
six hours of sleep a night but keeps
a notebook on his bedside table to
jot down thought and ideas when he
wakes up. 

“There is always a notepad in my
pocket,” he said. 

Stevenson’s Cycle builds two to
four custom bikes a year. Right now
they have five custom-made motor-
cycles on their wait list. Three are
scheduled for the fall and one
should be done by August, he said. 

Jay Leno has shown interest in a
couple of his bikes. He saw Duce’s
Wild and Twist-her in magazines
and at shows. 

They have started designing and
manufacturing features that they are
using on their custom bikes that
other people can buy for their bikes. 

“A lot of stuff we design and de-
velop, and do a prototype and then
get it ready for manufacturing,” he
said. 

In their Wayne store they service
and repair motorcycles and sell
parts and accessories. 

“That’s what we’ve based our
business on. We also treat people
like I want to be treated. We give top
quality work for a great price. My
whole life I have based my business
on this,” he said. 

*$3,995
COMPLETE FUNERAL INCLUDING CASKET

*$1,095
DIRECT CREMATION STARTING AT:

PRE-ARRANGEMENT GUARANTEES APPLY... OFFERING PROTECTION FOR THE FUTURE.

Tom LynchJim Henley

Serving the community 
for over 30 years 

*Excludes Permit Fees · No Deletions or Substitutions.

Compassionate Pricing 
for Difficult Times

34567 Michigan Ave. · (734) 721-5600
www.HarryJWillFuneralHome.com

The staff at Stevenson's Cycle is like one big family- Travis Rosa, Dawn Hodge,

Steve Broyles Sr. and Steve Broyles II. Photo by John P. Rhaesa of The Wayne Dispatch

Cycle, Continued from page 3

AMD Duce’s Wild. Photo by Horris
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 We Have Room To Hold Your Private Parties... 
Birthdays, Anniversaries, Retirements 

or Just a Family Get Together!

We’ve Expanded! 

Served Anytime

*3 Eggs any style, 
2 slices of bacon,

sausage and a slice 
of ham with hash browns 

or grits, toast & jelly
$5.99

Monday - Friday 6 AM - 11AM   
Saturday/Sunday 6 AM - 9 AM

’Rocky s 
Mini Breakfast 

Special
*2 Eggs with bacon, ham
or sausage, hash browns, 
toast & jelly............  
Sat/Sun................ 
Mini pancakes, *2 eggs 
and choice of bacon, 

sausage or ham....

$1.99 
$2.99

$3.49
Monday - Friday 

6 AM - 11 AM

’Rocky s 
Breakfast 

Special

*2 Eggs any style, 
with bacon, sausage 

links or patties
or ham, hash browns 
or grits, toast & jelly

$2.99

’Rocky s Lunch Specials 
Monday - Friday, 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Served with one of the following: french fries, soup, salad or coleslaw

Gyro..........................

Two Coneys..............

Two Loose Burgers...

$6.99
$5.59
$5.99

Bacon Cheeseburger......

Corned Beef Sandwich...

Tuna Sandwich...............

$6.79
$6.99
$6.59

Fish Sandwich...

Chicken Pita......

B.L.T..................

$6.99
$6.99
$5.79

Breakfast

Lunch Specials

Everything is Homemade at R ���� 
Everything is Homemade at ’Rocky����s  

1622 S. Wayne Road - Westland, MI 48186 - 734-727-0640

’Rocky s 
Big Breakfast 

Special

Enjoy our great selection of
American, Greek and Italian Meals.

Mostaccioli
Lasagna
Chicken Kabob
BBQ Ribs

Swedish Meatballs
Italian Sausage
Spinach Pie
Greek Salad

Oven Brown Potatoes or Rice
Rice Pudding

Custom 
Catering 

Available!

For Parties

of 5 People 

and Up

OPEN 6 AM - 10 PM    7 DAYS A WEEK

Wayne and Westland now share a
Fire Chief. As of July 1 Westland Fire
Chief Michael Reddy is also the chief
in Wayne.  This was part of an agree-
ment between the two cities and sup-
ported by the firefighters union. 

The first change residents in
Wayne will immediately see is West-
land firefighters responding right
alongside Wayne firefighters to calls
for service. In turn Wayne firefighters
will start training in Westland. 

“Wayne residents will start seeing
Westland uniforms working a truck
in Wayne,” Reddy said. This will give
both departments a chance to see
how the other department operates
and learn how to use all of the equip-
ment so they can mirror each other
and prepare to operate as one de-
partment.  

“The ultimate goal is to operate as
one entity,” he said. 

The Wayne fire station will still re-
spond to calls in Wayne but firefight-
ers will be swapping back and forth,
Reddy said. Wayne emergency calls
will also still go through the emer-
gency dispatch center at the Wayne
police station. 

Westland firefighters joined
Wayne at a training session at the
Ford Michigan Assembly Plant. In
the near future Westland will have
training on Wayne’s aerial ladder
since Westland doesn’t have one. 

Reddy will work with firefighters
and administration in both cities to
investigate the best cost savings
measures and to eventually find the
best way to merge the departments. 

Reddy said the development of a
fire authority is a possibility.

“But in the very beginning (we
will) just focus on the consolidation
of Wayne and Westland,” he said.

The immediate goal is to increase
the firefighters on the street. With the
merger, Wayne went from one fire
station to five.

The next step is to have an imple-
mentation study done. Reddy has ap-
plied for a grant and is waiting to
hear back on it. He said the merging
of the departments will offer more
grant opportunities and he will pur-
sue them. 

Reddy will be spending time in
Wayne to compare operation plans,
equipment and purchasing to see
where there are other cost saving
possibilities. He will also be looking
at ways to optimize staff and stations
to continue to bring the residents of
both communities the quality service
they deserve.

New Fire Chief on Duty

Michael Reddy

Wayne-Westland Fire Chief 

35004 MICHIGAN AVE. W. • 734-728-9777 HOURS: MONDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM

One coupon per visit per customer.  Not valid in conjunction with 
sale items and promotions. Valid through July 31, 2012.  WD 

Entire Purchase With This Coupon

Hot Summer Days... Cool Summer Savings!

SSaavvee tthhee ppllaanneett..  BBUUYY LLOOCCAALL && RREECCYYCCLLEE!!Save the planet.  BUY LOCAL & RECYCLE!

GGOO GGRREEEENN,,
SSAAVVEE GGRREEEENN!!
GO GREEN,

SAVE GREEN!
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Anyone who has lived, worked,
shopped, visited or played in Wayne
during the last 113 years is familiar
with the two cannons standing guard
in front of our Historical Museum at
1 Town Square in downtown Wayne.
They are an important part of the
history of our community.  They
were a gift to the Village of Wayne
and presented at a council meeting
on April 4, 1899.  The cannons were
secured as a Civil War Memorial by
Cory Post 261 of the Grand Army of
the Republic before they were do-
nated to our Village.  

The cannons were shipped to
Wayne’s freight office but funds had
to be found to pay the railroad fee be-
fore they could be moved.  Moving
them was quite a task as they
weighed four tons each.  When they
were finally transported to a perma-
nent location, they were placed on
the corner of Main and Biddle
Streets, overlooking the park on the
Village Square.  They sat at that site
for months until bids came in to
allow them to be mounted on large
concrete blocks. These surplus Civil
War Cannons were originally cast at
Fort Pitt, Pennsylvania.   Although
probably never fired, they were the
type used for coast defense in forts
and could fire a round shot weighing
42 pounds almost 2000 yards.  In
1967, during urban renewal of
Wayne,  when  Wayne Road was
about to be relocated and the old
Wayne Road from the RR tracks to
Michigan Avenue was removed, it
was clear  to the Wayne Historical
Commission that the cannons would
have to be moved.   The Commission
requested that the Village Council
have them placed across the street to
the Museum grounds where they
would be added to our collected past
history.  It took a number of years,
but in 1975 the cannons were moved
and now stand guard over our Mu-
seum.  News articles and pictures of
the day show a tow truck attempting
to lift the cannons and ending up
tipped back with the front end and
wheels pointing straight up in the ef-
fort.    Today, I often see people
studying the cannons, children
crawling over them and others sit-
ting on them.  The picture above
shows two young men in the early
1900’s doing much the same thing.

Amazingly, these two cannons are

not the only cannons that our Village
has owned.  In the 1860’s, Dr. John
Converse came to town and he
owned a small cannon on wheels. He
often fired the cannon on special oc-
casions.  It was the object of interest,
curiosity and entertainment for
many people and annoyance for oth-
ers.  After his death in 1883, his wife
gave the cannon to the Village and it
was placed in front of the Village Hall
(which is now our Historical Mu-
seum and where a few years later the
Civil War Cannons were placed.)
Records show that many “young
blades” of that day enjoyed firing the
cannon at odd times and generally
causing problems with it. Some win-
dows of businesses along Michigan
Avenue were shattered as were win-
dows in the Methodist Church.  Busi-
ness owners and citizens began to
complain.  The Village Council tried
closing the fuse opening of the can-
non a number of times only to have
someone open it, move the cannon
to a new location, and fire it again.
The cannon was finally relocated to
a small park near where Wills Fu-
neral Home stands today.  It was
even cemented into the ground and
the fuse opening sealed again.  

In 1925, the county built a com-
fort station on this site so the cannon
was moved to Village property on the
Rouge River at Washington Street
(Wayne Rd.) by the Water Works
Plant.     

In late 1935, an official of Henry
Ford was in Wayne on business and
in talking with Charles Goudy (a well
known Wayne resident, community
leader and fire chief) learned the his-
tory of this small cannon.  Soon, our
Village President, George  Gerbstadt,
received a letter from Henry Ford re-
questing the cannon be transferred
to Henry Ford’s Edison Museum at
Dearborn and be placed near the
Lincoln Courthouse where Lincoln
once practiced law.  

The Wayne Village commission
agreed to this request in January of

1935.  Long time museum manager
Mildred Hanchett tried without suc-
cess to get the cannon returned to
Wayne in 1974 to be a part of our bi-
centennial program.  Richard Story
has contacted Greenfield Village
about the cannon but learned it is
not a part of their collection anymore
and there are no records of where it

is located.
As we celebrate the 4th of July,

we recognize how guns of this type
played an important part in the his-
tory of our country and in granting
freedom to all people. 

Thanks to Museum Director
Richard Story for his assistance with
information for this article.

WANTED 
DEAD OR ALIVE

SCRAP CARS

REWARD - TOP DOLLAR PAID

39165 MAPLE · WAYNE 
(2 BLOCKS SOUTH OF MICHIGAN AVENUE) 

OPEN 7 DAYS - 8am-7:30pm
MICHIGAN
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This picture shows two men enjoying the cannon in early 1900s. Today the historic

cannons are located in front of the Wayne Historical Museum. 

Cannons stand guard
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SSeenniioorr CCoommmmuunniittyy ffoorr AAdduullttss AAggee 5555++Senior Community for Adults Age 55+
OFFICE HOURS: 

Mon. - Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
 Sat. 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

A P A R T M E N T S

Wayne Tower

e-mail: 0925@ncr.org
www.ncr.org/waynetower

35200 Sims / Wayne, MI 48184

(734) 721-0660
TDD: 614-442-4390

In accordance with Federal Law and US Department of Housing and Urban Development policy, this community is 
prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, disability, familial status or national origin.  This 
institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

LEASING 

SPECIAL

We’ll pay your
moving costs!

Offer Expires 7/31/12
some exclusions apply.

Spacious One- and Two-Bedroom 
Apartment Homes

Rent As Low As

Call or visit us today!

$$558888$$558888
Housing Choice vouchers welcome
FREE heat and water
Controlled access building
Abundant storage
Balconies (2nd floor & up)
Optional midday meal
On-site laundry facilities
24/7 Library/game rooms
On-site service coordinator
Transportation available
24-hr Emergency maintenance
Resident-planned activities
Exercise classes/wellness options
Easy access to freeways

If you are looking for a good deal
you will find them from July 26-28
at the 54th annual Sidewalk Sales in
Wayne. Stores along Wayne Road
and Michigan Avenue will have their
best deals of the year on display. 

Northside Hardware on the cor-
ner of Glenwood and Wayne Road
will once again serve $.25 hot dogs
and pop.

Phil Kaplan, owner of Northside,
said the sidewalk sales started as a
way to clear the shelves of the spring
merchandise. These days Kaplan or-
ders merchandise at special pricing
to have on hand for the popular
sales. They offer top quality mer-
chandise at competitive pricing.

The hot dog sales started as a
way to offer a thank you to the com-
munity. It went over well right from
the beginning. 

Kaplan said the second year they
served ice cream but people asked
for the hot dogs. They like that they
could get a meal at such a bargain
price. So since then it has been quar-

ter hot dogs and pop. 
“Mom’s love it. No dishes and no

clean up,” he said. Whole families
can often be fed for $2.

“They come for lunch and din-
ner,” he said. 

Kaplan said they have served up
to 11,000 hot dogs in three days.
Even with last year’s construction on
Glenwood and the extreme hot
weather, they sold 8,000 hot dogs. 

For the past few years Full
Gospel Church has been operating
the hot dog sales. Church members
donate their time to cook and serve
hot dogs and Northside makes a do-
nation to the church for their help. 

Kaplan said he enjoys visiting
with the customers during sidewalk
sales.

“It’s a good chance to meet peo-
ple,” he said. 

Northside has a long-standing
tradition of excellent service. In the
1960s not many places were open
on Sundays. But one cold day in
January Northside began Sunday

hours. 
It was very slow until about

12:30 when Pastor Vernon from the
First Baptist Church on Glenwood
came through the doors. He said the
pipes burst and the lower level of the
church was flooded. 

Kaplan told them to take what-
ever they needed. They used shovels
and plumbing parts. 

Kaplan said after that no one
complained about them being open
on Sundays and it became one of
their biggest days of the week. 

Today Northside is well known in
this area for having all of your hard-
ware needs. 

Many customers who have
moved away still come back to
Northside when they are in the area
for those hard to find items.  But Ka-
plan said they have customers from
as far away as London. 

The sidewalk and hot dog sales
“is a great way to help our commu-
nity and tell them we are grateful you
are here,” Kaplan said. 

Great deals at Sidewalk Sales, July 26-28

Stop by Northside Hardware during the

Sidewalk Sales and say hi to Phil Kaplan.
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GARAGE DOORS • OPENERS • SERVICE

16x7 Steel
Raised Panel Door

Price includes old door
take down & away

Standard Installation 
Included• With Coupon

½ H.P Garage 
Door Opener
With Two Controls

Model 3255
With Coupon

 

Residential 
Garage Door
Service Call 

With Coupon

16x7 Steel 
Raised Panel Door 

½ H.P.
Garage Door Opener

With Controls • Model 3255
Standard Installation

Included • With Coupon

LIVONIA (734) 524-9484
DEARBORN (313) 584-0405

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
All Work Guaranteed • Fully Insured

“Over 20 Years Experience”

DOOR
BOB’S

SERVICE

$675 $289
$950

$10.00

 OFF
OVERHEAD GARAGE DOORS

SAFE-WAY
OVERHEAD GARAGE DOORS

SAFE-WAYLift Master 
The Professional Line Garage Door Openers

®

FFRREEEE EESSTTIIMMAATTEESSFREE ESTIMATES

While the country gets ready to
celebrate its independence, it is a
good time to reflect on those who
have helped preserve that freedom.
Robert Guy Robinson was born in
Wayne on April 30, 1896. He enlisted
in the Marines in May 1917 and was
soon sent to France. 

He was just 5 feet 5 inches and
142 pounds and joined the marines
at 21.  Robinson’s job as observer
and bombardier was to be an extra
set of eyes for the pilot. He also
manned the twin Lewis guns.

He was awarded the Medal of
Honor, the nation’s highest military
decoration, for his service in World
War I while he was serving with the
1st Marine Aviation Force in Belgium
in 1918. He received the award after
an air battle on Oct. 13, 1918. He
shot down a German plane and held
off 11 more attacking fighters. He
suffered from 21 bullet wounds in
the abdomen, chest, and legs, and
his left arm was virtually blown off at
the elbow. 

Robinson continued to fire his
twin .30 caliber Lewis machine guns
at a dozen German airplanes trying
to down the two-seat biplane that he
was serving as the aerial observer.

Robinson and his pilot survived and
became the first Marine Corps avia-
tors awarded the Medal of Honor for
bravery in combat. Robinson was
one of just 28 Navy and Marine recip-
ients of the “Tiffany Cross” pattern
Medal of Honor, in use from 1919
until 1942. 

He spent 11 years in military hos-
pitals after the war.

He died on October 6, 1974 and
was buried in Section 46 of Arling-
ton National Cemetery. Today the Ma-
rine Corps give the Robert G.
Robinson Award annually to an out-
standing flight officer. 

World War I Wayne vet

earned highest award

Robert Guy Robinson
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Rotary Presidents
Congratulations to the newest

Wayne Rotary Co-Presidents. Long-
time Rotary members Gayle Rediske
and Linda Gable will share the re-
sponsibilities and year-long term.
The Wayne Rotary Club meets at
12:05 p.m. every Tuesday at the
Wayne Community Center. They are
always looking for new members. 

Wayne Lions Club 

Scholarship winners
The Wayne Lions Club presented

a $500 scholarship to three Wayne-
Westland graduates. 

Sean Michael Benvin from the
William D. Ford Career Technical
Center received the  Eudaly/Arch-
bold Memorial Scholarship. Nicole
Quaine from John Glenn High
School received the John & Irene
Ryan Memorial Scholarship.
Scholastica Enechukwu from Wayne
Memorial High School also received
the John & Irene Ryan Memorial
scholarship. 

Farmers Market
The Wayne Farmers Market is in

full swing. Stop by between 3-7 p.m.
every Wednesday at the State Wayne
Theater parking lot for fresh pro-
duce, flowers, vegetables, baked
goods and much more.  Enjoy the en-
tertainment, children’s activities, re-
freshments and shopping.

Wayne Bowl Kids Club
Wayne Bowl on Michigan Avenue

is participating in Kids Klub through
Aug. 31. The program offers two free
games of bowling per day whenever
open bowling is available. It is of-
fered to children under age 18. Par-
ents or guardians can register
children at www.wayne-bowl.com.
For more information, call 734-721-
7530.

Dare to Dream Big
Biggest Loser contestant and

Wayne resident Buddy Shuh will
share his experience as a contestant
on The Biggest Loser and share tips
and techniques to achieving a health-
ier life style at 6:30 p.m. on July 24
at the Wayne Public Library. Please
call 734-721-7832 to reserve a spot.

Western Wayne 

County Senior Olympics
Do you dream of winning a gold?

If you are a Wayne County resident
age 50 or older you might just get
your chance. The City of Wayne, with
Garden City and Inkster is hosting
this year’s Senior Olympics from
Aug. 13-17. 

There is an event for everyone-
bowling, billiards, Euchre, golf, bik-
ing, baking contest, volleyball, trivia,
bocce ball, pinochle, creative writing
and much more. 

Registration is $5 and there is a
small fee for each event. Registration,
payment, waiver and medical infor-
mation forms must be submitted to
the Wayne Community Center by
July 6. No on-site registrations will
be accepted.

Wayne Bowl will host billiards on
Aug. 15 and bowling on Aug. 16.

For a complete list of events
please visit www.WWCSO.org or the
Senior Services offices at the Wayne
Community Center, 4635 Howe
Road, Wayne. 

All Wayne residents who partici-
pate in a paid event will receive a free
ticket to the awards banquet. 

Get ready to run
Are you ready to race through the

streets of Wayne? The Oakwood
Healthcare System is gearing up for
their annual Red October Run on
Oct. 6. With the goal of reaching out
to children to promote physical activ-
ity, representatives of Oakwood vis-
ited with students at Taft-Galloway
Elementary School in Wayne recently
to promote an interest in—and pre-
pare them for—the Red October Run.
The run is an all ages event designed
to encourage family fitness. There is
a 5K and 10K run, a 5K walk and a
1 Mile Jr. October which is geared to-
ward children. 

Taft students received a packet
with maps of their neighborhoods,
suggested training routes, coloring
activities and a runner’s log. If they
sign up for the Jr. Run and turn in
their log sheet they will get a free t-
shirt. 

The Red October run takes place
on Oct. 6, beginning at Oakwood An-
napolis Hospital. Registration is now
open to all at www.oakwood.org/re-
doctoberrun.

Cruisin’ Michigan Avenue
Get the hot rods out and get

ready to ride. On July 14 Michigan
Avenue will be host to the Fifth An-
nual Cruisin’ Michigan Ave which
will travel through five cities includ-
ing Wayne. Cruise enthusiasts can
participate by driving Michigan Av-
enue from Dearborn to Wayne. There
are many places along Michigan Av-
enue where fans of classic, new and
unique cars can wait to see what
drives by. The Wayne Chamber of
Commerce is working with local
businesses to have special events
along the route through Wayne. For
info on the cruise, visit www.Cruisin-
Michigan.com. or www.waynecham-
ber.net. 

Park and Read
The Wayne Public Library is once

again participating in the Park and
Read program which allows library
cardholders to check out a one-day
pass, good at any Michigan state
park or recreation area. The pass is
also good at any of the 11 museums
or historic sites within the Michigan
Historical Museum system. Passes
are available at the Wayne Public Li-
brary. 

Ice Cream Social 
The Wayne Historical Society’s

Annual Ice Cream Social will be from
2-4 p.m. on July 14 at the Wayne His-
torical Museum at One Town Square.
This is a free event but donations are
appreciated. 

Vacation Bible School
The First Congregational Church

of Wayne is hosting Adventures on
Promise Island from  9-11:30 a.m.
on July16-20.  Register online for
the vacation bible school at www.va-
cationbibleschool.com/fccow or call
the church at 734-729-7550.

Wayne Police give back
The Wayne Police Scholarship

Fund  was started in 2001 to assist
high school graduates pursuing ca-
reers in criminal justice. Two Wayne
Memorial High School students,
Dylan Dottor and Nicholas Williams,
were each awarded the $500 college
scholarship. 

Michigan's Longest 

Garage Sale
If you are a bargain shopper then

don’t miss Michigan’s Longest
Garage Sale on Aug. 11. All along
Michigan Avenue and straight
through downtown Wayne there will
be hidden treasures and great bar-
gains. This is part of the US-12 Her-
itage Route. People are able to rent
out door space along Michigan Av-
enue. For more information on the
event, please visit www.us12heritage-
trail.org or call the Wayne Chamber
of Commerce at 734-721-0100.

Police dispatchers 

help family in need
On March 30 a mother and her

three children arrived at the Wayne
Police Station to wait for their ride.
The kids were hungry and restless.
When dispatchers Nameth and
Koumariotis realized the mother had
no money to feed her children they
gave her their lunches. This helped
the kids settle down and was a great
help to the mother. 

“Those are the things people don’t
see that the dispatchers do and peo-
ple don’t know,” said Police Chief
Jason Wright.  Their generosity rep-
resents the professionalism and
compassion of the Wayne Police De-
partment, he said. 

As a thank you the chief gave
each dispatcher a Subway gift card. 

Rouge River Dam 
Last month work began to take

out the dam in the Rouge River just
under Wayne Road. The dam, which
is owned by Wayne County, was orig-
inally built in the early 1900s for
water supply and firefighting. But the
three foot dam became obsolete in
the 1930s when local communities
began getting their water supply
from Detroit Water. This project was
made possible to Wayne County
through a $1 million federal NOAA
grant. The goal of this project will im-
prove water quality and help to at-
tract fish and recreational activities
like canoeing and kayaking along the
river. 

The instream island will also be
removed. The project should be com-
pleted by early fall. 
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Summer time also means that
motorcycles are everywhere.  Love
‘em or hate ‘em, you just can’t deny
that the number of motorcycles on
the road has grown tremendously in
recent years.

According to the Secretary of
State’s own web site, the number of
residents with a cycle endorsement
on their driver’s license has soared
from 50,000 in 2007 to over
530,000 today.  In fact, did you know
that our own Secretary of State Ruth
Johnson is a longtime motorcyclist? 

Some people credit the rising
cost of gasoline with the surge in the
number of bikes being sold each
year.  Others like to believe that it is
because of a mid life crisis.  I like to
think that people are finally making
the decision to become a participant
in life rather than a spectator.  I say
that because if you have never ridden
on a motorcycle then you are proba-
bly unaware of just how your senses
are elevated while riding.  On a bike
you notice changes in the air temper-
ature when the elevation of the road
changes quickly such as when cross-
ing a bridge over a small stream.
You notice the sweet smell of pine
trees when passing a wooded area
and the rather pungent odor when
passing a dairy farm.  

On a bike your eyes are con-
stantly scanning the road ahead and
to each side trying to read the road
and traffic conditions.  Your brain is
just so stimulated.  Recently I read
of a study where brain activity was
measured on riders of motorcycles
and drivers of passenger cars.  Being
in a car tends to isolate you from the
outside world and lulls you into a
false sense of security.  It was no sur-
prise to me that the drivers of the
cars had much lower brain activity
levels than the riders of the motorcy-
cles.  

Riding a motorcycle also tends to
get you off the couch and out of the
house more often.  You find yourself
planning small trips and taking the
more scenic back roads rather than
the sterile and mundane freeways.
And just like sex, it’s always more
fun with a partner.  Whether you like
to ride with a few friends on a cross
town or cross country trip or per-
haps join a group ride to raise
money for a worthy charity, it’s all
fun.  As a member of Motor City
HOG Chapter #2368 with about 900
members, I have participated in
many charity group rides where it is
not uncommon to have well over 300
bikes participate.  That equates to
over $6000.00 going to a deserving
charity to help benefit those that are
less fortunate.  Think about that the
next time you are held up at a traffic
light while a procession of bikes
pass through.  It sure beats holding
a bake sale or collecting bottle caps
to raise funds.

Lastly, if you’ve always wanted to
experience the feeling of freedom
that a motorcycle can offer, or per-
haps you like the idea of free VIP
parking at your favorite venue, just
what is holding you back?  Get out
there and enjoy life while you still
can.  I saw a sign a few weeks ago
while spending some time in beauti-
ful Sedona, AZ that really said it all
in very simple terms.  

It simply read:    DON’T COUNT
THE DAYS………… MAKE THE
DAYS COUNT!   

Summer time……

and the livin’ is easy

500 S. Wayne Road 
Westland, MI 48186

734.721.5700
www.wwfcu.org Federally Insured by NCUA

                yne RoadaW500 S. 
, MI 48186estlandW

734.721.5700
g.orucwffc.wwww
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Hal Hultman enjoyed

a nice ride on his

Harley with friends

to Boyne City.
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WAYNE-WESTLAND COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
3041 S. WAYNE ROAD - WAYNE, MI 48184

734-721-8721

NED & W OPO EY RL AL TA EC DO !L

SERVICE CENTER
Serving the community for over 40 years!

• Oil Change

• Brakes

• Shocks/Struts

• Tune-Ups

• Engine Diagnostics

• Transmission

• A/C Recharge

Services:

FREE LOCAL 
SHUTTLE SERVICE HOURS: Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Free DSO concert
The City of Wayne is one of five

cities selected to host a free “DSO in
your Community Concert” on Sept.
22 at Wayne Memorial High School.
More than 100 nominees applied to
host the concerts. They other con-
cert sites are:  Anchor Bay High
School in St. Clair County, Clarkston
High School in Oakland County, Mt.
Clemens High School in Macomb
County and Ann Arbor Pioneer High
School in Washtenaw County. 

Hawley appointed 

to council 

Eight candidates expressed inter-
est in filling the city council position
left vacant by former councilwoman
Donna McEachern. Keith Butkevich,
James Hawley, David James,
William Long, Edward McMurray,
Thomas Porter and Kelly Walker all
interviewed before the current coun-
cil members. Kurt Kuban withdrew

his letter of interest. 
In a 6-0 vote council appointed

James Hawley to fill McEachern’s
term which will expire Nov. 2013.

Hawley told the council he
wanted to, “help to save Wayne and
rebuild it to the status it has had in
past and is capable of in the future.”

He wants to see the DDA have a
financial and developmental plan.

“The city needs something the
community can rally behind,” he
said.

Hawley said he has a diverse
background in airport management
and as a consultant for several cities
and airports. 

He was born and raised in Wayne
and has been back for 14 years but
he spent much of his career moving
around the country. He lived in Port-
land for 18 years while he managed
the Portland International Airport. 

He said, “Portland is a great city.
They have done great things with

that city.” 
He also lived in Irvine, California,

the largest planned community in
the US. The Irvine Company owned
the land. They planned and devel-
oped the city. Hawley said he thinks
his time spent living in other cities
will lend a new perspective. 

Hawley was on the Planning Com-
mission for three years and spent
the last year as chairman.

“You have to take advantage of
what we have and come up with a
long term plan and try to implement
it,” he said. “To try to make it hap-
pen we all need to be on the same
page.”

Circus is coming to town
The Big Top is coming to Wayne.

Kelly Circus will perform two shows
on Aug. 11 at Anderson Fields next
to the Wayne Community Center.
There are 1200 tickets available for
each show. Tickets are $10 for
adults and $6 for kids if purchased
in advance. They can be purchased
at the Wayne Community Center,
Wayne City Hall, Tim Horton’s of
Wayne, Avenue Sports Grille and
Wayne Chamber of Commerce. A
percentage of the proceeds from all
tickets purchased before Aug. 11 will
go to the city’s special events fund. 

Looking for a Diamond
The Wayne Commission on Aging

is looking for a Wayne resident who
is 70 years or older and continues to
enrich their community by volunteer-
ing their services. Do you know
someone?  Then nominate them for
the Diamond of the Community
Award. Forms are available at City
Hall, library and Community Center.

The deadline is Aug. 3 and the recog-
nition dinner will be on Oct. 16. 

This year’s award is being spon-
sored by the Wayne Dairy Queen.

Summer Food Program
Wayne County will sponsor a

Summer Food Service Program for
children up to age 18. Nutritious
meals will be available from 11 a.m.-
1 p.m. Monday throughout the sum-
mer at the Wayne Community Center.  

Demmer to host Car Show
Jack Demmer Ford, 37300 Michi-

gan, will host a Pit Stop Car Show
from 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. on July 14 dur-
ing Cruisin’ Michigan. There will be
refreshments, games and prizes.  All
proceeds will benefit Wayne Parks
and Recreation.

Armed robbery 

suspects caught
The Wayne Police caught two sus-

pects involved in an armed robbery
in the parking lot behind Stevenson’s
Cycle on Wayne Road. Around noon
on June 14 a 49-year-old female
pulled into the parking lot. Two sus-
pects approached her car, pointed a
gun and demanded her purse. They
fled on foot with her personal prop-
erty. 

Wayne police apprehended the
16-year-old female within minutes in
the neighborhood east of the parking
lot. 17-year-old Carlos Thomas of
Belleville was apprehended a few
minutes later.

Thomas was charged with one
count of armed robbery. He is cur-
rently in Wayne County Jail on a
$50,000/ 10 percent bond awaiting
trial.

James Hawley is sworn in as Wayne’s newest Councilman replacing Donna McEach-

ern by City Clerk Matthew Miller.
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His name is Charles Proctor and
he’s lived in Wayne since he was 6
months  old.  Well let me correct that.
His name, plus title, is Emeritus Pro-
fessor Charles Proctor and although
he came to Wayne at the age of 6
months, he spends much of  his time
in Raleigh, North Carolina.  His
other ‘home’ is the Department of
Statistics at North Carolina State
University.

Charles Proctor’s early education
was at Washington School.  He went
on to Wayne High, where he ran
track and broke the broad jump
record.  One of his teachers, Fred
Allen praised his win, even though it
was Mr. Allen’s record he had bro-
ken.

During the war years---1940-
1945 many of the older students
joined the armed services, so the
younger ones were ‘drafted’ for the
football team.  Under Coach Dale
Butler, they became State Champs in
2 separate years.

Summers were spent working at
his Grandpa Harry Cross’s farm, get-
ting the horses to the field to begin
gathering the wheat sheaves, then
doing the thrashing. It was hard
work for a young man.  A much nicer
summer job came later---working at
Warren Valley Golf Club.

Professor Proctor’s personal men-
tor was the Reverend Erwin Britton.
Minister Britton was the Pastor at
Wayne’s First Congregational
Church.  He encouraged and chal-
lenged him to be the best he could
be.  Reverend Britton helped him
personally and with his Sunday ser-
mons.

Charles did his undergraduate
work at Michigan State University,
and also received his PhD in Sociol-
ogy and Anthropology at MSU in
1956.

His Dad, Charles, worked for the
county and his Mother, Elsie, had
been a teller at the Wayne State
Bank.  According to her son, Elsie
was a flapper who could do the
Charleston, and along with her
friends bought the newest phono-
graph records at Charlie Monroe’s
General Store.  She was a very care-
ful Mom, and wouldn’t let Charles
skate on the Rouge River until the ice
had frozen for three days.  Professor
C. tells me in the summer there were
3 swimming ‘holes’ in the river.  They

were even named---“Mutt” “Jeff” and
“Tarzan.”

Mrs. Betty Dryer, wife of the late
and beloved Dr. Kenneth Dryer, re-
members Elsie and her husband,
Charles very well.  When they be-
came neighbors, the Dryers had 3
small children.  Betty recalls think-
ing the children might disturb the
elder Proctors.  Instead they became
like extra grandparents. She tells me
Elsie was a motherly woman---
always tidy---a real lady.   Beautiful
inside and out.  

Now I know you’re wondering
what became of those 3 Dryer chil-
dren.  Richard, like his Dad is a doc-
tor---he’s the Executive Medical
Director of Primary Care Doctors,
and Clinics at Henry Ford Hospital.
Kendra became a professor of nurs-
ing, and Diana, is a teacher of Eng-
lish as a Second Language.

It was a lovely afternoon meeting
and talking to the Professor---it’s my
pleasure to know him.

It’s not too early to mark this
date.  Ed McMurray tells me that
September 15 will be the 14th year
of the “Friends Helping Friends” proj-
ect.  If you’re not familiar with the
project, the ‘Friends’ pick a house
that needs rehabilitation (painting or
repairing) and spend the day work-
ing to upgrade the home.  Nomina-
tions for this year’s project house are
now being taken.  If you have a house
or know of one that could use some
help, call Community Development
Director, Pete McInerney at (734)
722-2002 or Ed McMurray at
(734)765-4965.

The only real qualification for re-
pairing or painting a home, is it
must be owner occupied.

We’ll have much more informa-
tion for you next month.

Have you seen the “What Do You
Geek” chalkboard at the Wayne Li-
brary?  Geek is a verb meaning, like,
and also love.  Take the kids and

yourself, ask for chalk at the front
desk and tell the world (well Wayne
anyway) what turns you on.

Some of the things people ‘geek’
are Charlie Chaplin; summertime
fun; sci-fi; white water rafting; pa-
rades; belly dancing; afternoon tea;
wrestling; small letters; football; and
wildlife.  When the chalkboard is full
they photograph it, clean it, and start
all over again.

Rest in Peace, Kay Butler---your
friends, including those in the Gar-
den Club, will miss you.  We loved
you for your spunk and your won-
derful outlook on life.

Kudos to Carrie Shelton for put-
ting on a fine party for Donna
McEachern.  Donna’s achievements

are numerous, being a Wayne Coun-
cilwoman for 25 years is just one of
her accomplishments. 

Her hard work, done at times
while doing battle with serious
health problems, shows the devotion
she feels toward our city.  She did it
all with graciousness, integrity, and
Hats.

Many awards were given and
Dick Clark was in great good humor
as Master of Ceremonies.

Donna’s family joined the festivi-
ties, and husband, Barry, really did
get the last word.

May I say, it was an added and
happy surprise to see Mr. and Mrs.
Paul Frank. 

Thanks again, Carrie---it was a
swell party.

Dee Ryan

Footprints

of Wayne

Out and about in Wayne

Paulette Medvecky, Director Wayne Public Library (wearing red hat), at the Memorial

Day Parade. She and members of the Wayne Library staff want to know “What Do

You Geek?” Photo by Jenny Johnson of The Wayne Dispatch



in FOCUS EYECARE

ProviderYour

FOCUSING on all your family’s EYECARE needs.

www.infocuseyecare.comwww.infocuseyecare.com

Not Valid With Some 
Insurance or Discount Plans.  

Some Restrictions Apply. 
With Coupon.  

Expires 7/31/12.

Second Pairs

% 50 OFF

Michael Warmuskerken, O.D.

Doctor of Optometry

35119 E. Michigan Avenue • Wayne, MI 48184
(Corner of Eastbound Michigan Ave. and Wayne Road • 3 miles East of I-275)

Discounts Available

Now Accepting 

and

CareCredit
R

734-721-5442

$99.00 

Children up to 18 years old. 
 Not valid with Insurance or 

discount plans.  With Coupon.  
Expires 7/31/12.

Kid Tough Polycarbonate 
Single Vision Lenses.

Any Frame Up To $99.00

KID’S SPECIAL
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CARRYOUT      DELIVERY      CATERING

734-721-7272
35346 E. Michigan Avenue

(in the new O’Reilly’s Plaza)

WDJULY12

NOW

SERVING

Mr. Pita

Large
One-topping
Pizza Plus
FREE 2 Liter
Pepsi Next

Patrick is Back!

Stop in and say hello.

The staff at O'Reilly Auto Parts Matt Suksi, Mohammed Abusbein, Robert

Wood, Manager Reed Starkey and Tom Walker were joined by Mayor Al

Haidous, Councilman Jim Henley, Mayor Pro Tem Pam Dobrowolski, Chamber

Director Sherrie Brindley, Councilman John Rhaesa and Councilman Albert

Damitio at the grand opening of their new store on Michigan Avenue. Photo by

Jenny Johnson of The Wayne Dispatch

Now open to serve you
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SSAALLEE!!SALE!SSiiddeewwaallkk Sidewalk 
Annual

®START RIGHT.  START HERE.

Northside Hardware

www.northsidehardware.com

All WEBER, 
CHARBROIL 

& GRILL ZONE
Bar-B-Que Grills
Marked Down 

to our 

LOWEST 
PRICES

Ever!

Thursday, Friday & Saturday    JULY 26, 27, 28

Tools, Lawn & 
Garden Supplies, 

Housewares 
& More!

All Merchandise on Sidewalk at Special Low Prices!
BRING THE FAMILY!

HOT DOG 
& COKE

25¢
ONLY

for both

HAND
TRUCK

10” Wheels
(Reg. $50.00)

NOW $29.99

5/8” x 50’
GARDEN HOSE

Medium Duty
(Reg. $20.00)

NOW $14.99

16” HEAVY 
DUTY TOOL BAG

(Reg. $19.99)

LONG 
HANDLE
ROUND 
POINT
Digging 
Shovel

(Reg. $12.00)

NOW $7.77NOW $7.77

48” GOLF
UMBRELLA

(Reg. $6.99)

NOW $4.77

16 oz. CLAW
HAMMER

Polished 
Forged Head

(Reg. $6.00)

NOW $2.99

While 
Supplies 

Last!

Family Owned
Since 1956

POSTAL CUSTOMER


